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LAW WEEK 2019 —COMMUNITY SERVICE LAW AWARDS 

Statement by Attorney General 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler — Attorney General) [2.10 pm]: I rise to share with Parliament details about the 
2019 Law Week. The theme for 2019 is “A Focus on Law and Justice in the Community”. Yesterday, I had the 
pleasure of presenting the Attorney General’s Community Service Law Awards at the annual Law Week breakfast. 
As it was the first day of WA Law Week, it was gratifying to be able to recognise individual legal practitioners 
and legal organisations who have carried out pro bono work for the benefit of the Western Australian community. 
Some sections of the community are particularly reliant on pro bono assistance, because they are not in a position to 
commission their own legal advice for various reasons of disadvantage. In the thirteenth year of the Attorney General’s 
law awards, demand for pro bono assistance remains strong. “Pro bono publico”, of course, is Latin, meaning for 
the public good. 

It reflects well on the Western Australian legal community that the two categories of the Community Service 
Law Awards, for an individual and an organisation, continue to be so well supported by the WA legal 
community. This year, four nominations were received in the organisation category of the awards and 
10 nominations were received in the closely contested individual category. Ms Margie Tannock was the winner 
of the individual legal practitioner award. The Street Law Centre was the winner of the organisation category 
of the awards. The Street Law Centre works to support homeless people, or those at risk of becoming homeless, 
through the provision of specialised legal advice. This unique operation is an outreach service whose waiting 
room is the streets of Perth. 

This morning, on National Pro Bono Day, I took part in the annual Walk for Justice, organised by Law Access. 
The walk raised over $78 000 towards the Law Access program. The Murdoch Student Law Society and the 
Hon Justice Jennifer Smith, a judge of the Supreme Court of Western Australia, were the biggest group and 
individual fundraisers respectively. I thank them for their fundraising efforts. I would like to thank this year’s 
award winners and fundraisers, and commend the state’s legal fraternity for continuing to demonstrate 
a commitment to pro bono work. 
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